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MY LITTLE LABORER.

A tiny man, with fingers soft and tender,
An ony lady'a faic;
Bweet eyen of blue, a furm both frail and slender,
And curls of snnny halr ;
A houeehold toy, a fragllo thing of beauly—
Yet with each rislng run
Beaina his ronnd of toll—a solemn duty
That must be daily done,

To-day he's building eastle, house aud tower,
With wondy~us art and skill ;

Or Insbora with bis hamner by the hour,
With strong, determined will,

Avon, with little loaded ¢art he's plyiug
+A brisk and driving trade;

Agnin, with thoughtful, earnest brow s trying
Bome book’s dark loroe to read.

Now, laden like gomo little beast of burden,
Ho drags himself along;

And now his lordly little volce is heard in -
Bolsterona shout and song ;

Another hoar is apent in-busy lolling,
With hoop, and top, aud ball,

And with s patience that is nover-fuiling,
He {ries and conquers all

Bul sleep at lnst n'v.-ruli)ee wy little rover,
d on bis mother’s breast,

Toys thrown aside, the day’s hard Isbor over,
He vinks to quiet rest;

And as I fold him to my bosom, sleoping,
[ think 'mid gathering tears,

Of what the future may in gtore be keeping,
Aw work for manhood’s years.

e S ey

Must ho with toll his daily bread be earning
tn iho world's busy mar-;
Life's bitter leason every day bo learning, .
. With patieut, slruggling heart 7
Or shall mny littln architect be bullding
Some monument of fame -
Oo which, in letters bright with glory's gildivg,
The world may read hisd name 7

Perhaps eoma humble, lowly oceuuvation,
Dut shared with aweot content ;
Perhinps a life in loftier, prouder atation,
Tu selfish pleasure spent,
Parchance these litle feol may croes the portal
JOf learning's lofuy fame;
Hin lifc-work be to scatter trutha immortal,
Among the sons of men

A Clerical Episode.

‘“It's a very disagresable duty,”
thought the Rev. Mr, Thornton, as he
entered Mrs, Mason’s parlor, *‘but ss
I've been thoughtless enough to make
the promise, there's no way of avoidin
it.” Mr. Thornton was a young an
rather handsome gentleman, whose
thorongh earnestness and sincerity,
joined to a fair share of mental ability

-and a very large amount of kind-heart-
edne s, had made him extrzmely popu-
lar with the people of the country town

-in which he was -loeated, snd -with no
one more eo than with the lady whose
‘house he had ‘just entered. Bhe con-
sidered him almost prrfect, and would
thave'been depply insulted if the had
heard Anyone rashly calling in question
-the ruundness of his jndgment on any

: subject. On the present ocoasion he
bnd come to falfill a promise to her

i that.he wonld call and have un inter-

7. with her niece, Miss - Hattie; Hul-
at her house,

. Miss Hallowell was one of thé reign-
ing billes of a' neighboring city, and

lier manner toward gentlemen, though.

‘not’ actually n'nludyﬁike, was far too

fres and unconstraived to suit her

— annt's old-fashioned and rather narrow-

minded idens of ‘propriety, nnd the Iat-
‘ter had begged hor minister to'kive the
young lady some wholesome aavice on
the subjoct, After promising to com-
ply, Mr.  Thornton had become more
and more conscious that he had placed
himself in a very awkward position, and
that the only result likely to ensue
from this undertaking to advise Miss
Hullowell was a grest denl of displeas-
ure on her part. = Andthough unwilling
to give way to what he feared might be
A mere want of moral " courage, he was
& good deal embarrassed when the time
came for the duty to be performed.

His embarrassment was by'no mesns
lessened when Miss Hallowell came
into the room, looking really lovely in
her handsome, dark-blue morning-dress,
which enhanced, by contrast, the
brightness of her blonde complexion
and beautifii “light hmir. The truin
was, 8he had made up her mind some
dn.fa before that the minister was * the
only odivilized man in the whole atapid
little: town,” aud had taken some pains
that morning to nppear at_her best be-
fors him, :- ~ - ' ;

. 3he greeted him very cordially, and,
s ha noticed how frank and pleasant
her manner really was, he was troubled
by o still greater uneasiness about lec-
turing her on that point., But ‘after
some preliminary conversation—during
whish she noticed that he was very
nervous and ill at ease—he made n de-
termined effort to get through with his
disaoieenble tnsk, Sl AV

¢ *“Missg Hallowell,”- he said, ** I am
‘surc you know what a high. regard 1
feel for you, and how very much inter-
ested T have bedome in: you since you
heve been' hero,” ;

*I'm very glad, indeed, that you like
me go much, Mr, Thornton!” she an-
swered, with o chariiing smila,

He found it impossible to BAy Bny-
thing more at firat, und there was an
awkward pause, ‘I'hen, under- a sepse
that something mnst, be said,-and pot
Enowing exactly what it was to be, he
39:;::; '_1111]' n: l’:%;ai? that was rather
Bul e, aﬁ
g te - faets of the case

““Ifeel as if I
friend to youm,”
haven't seen
who excited

dome,” . 1
Hore there was another pause, dm-ins

Wwere more than a
he_eaid, “*Indeed, Y
anybody for a long time
‘ny-infereet as you .have

“which be ‘Becams, more " emb rasse
thav ever, whilp his com anio:rbegan
to enterlain n ceFfaiiy i£m ebout hia

-ma‘a?ing. i
L wantto psk: you soniething,”"
said finally, in a hesitating wty, Lt

d fin “T'm
afraid you'll think it very strange in o
to 8ay suck & thing t0 gou when I*
nly sknown! f s'{!aw{-ﬁe'eh ;:abnbvg'
glink you will—T mean, T hope—"
Hére he eama $0 a dend stop and'was
enﬂre]i:t A logs how to go on,
ofore lie conld put an end to his
_?ﬁ " Tady “hersel’ saddenly
ght matters to a climax in n way

on the
 “Mr. Thornton,” she said, with »

msauner in which kind feeliug was com-
bined with decisive firmness, ‘*1 think
I know what you want to say to me,
and I'm sure it will be belter to stop
you before you say it. I believe you
woro going to ask me to marry you., I
can always estcom and bonor yon very
much ; buat it would be impostiblo for
me to be more than your friend, even if
I wished to, for I'll tell you frankly
that I'm engaged to some one else.”

If Miss Hallowell hed suddeniy spo-
ken to him in pure Sanscript or the
choiceat Iroquois, Mr. Thornton could
not have been more nstounded. He sat
for a few moments in silent amazement.
Bnt the utter ridiculousnees of the
thing"soon came to him in its full force,
snd, without any premonitory symp-
toms, he fell into a violent paroxysm of
laughter. His efforts to control him-
self were quite useless, and one or two
faint attempts which he made to speak
were instantly smotherod in a fresh
outburst.

Miss Hallowell’s asionishment was, at
first, a8 great as his had becn. She,
too, soon recovered from that feeling ;
but, instead of being succeeded by
mirth, it was followed, in ler case, by
a passionate fit of anger. With a look
of ineffuble scorn she got up, walked
out of the parlor, and went straight to
her own room., Mr, Thornton left the
house feeling unable to make any ax
planation st that time. In the mean-
1ime Miss Hallowell indulged in numer-
ous ruther wild plans for being revenged
upon the man who, she thought, bad
treated her so shanefully in return for
her consideration and kindness. But
at last she found relief in a flood of
tears, pnd soon afterward was half.in-
clined to langh at the whole affair her-
self,

She returned to the ocity a few days
after this little episode ; and one morn-
ing, when she had been at home nearly
o week, she received the following note:

EncunAxeust, Jan, %11873.

My Dean Miss HavLowerL —I hardly know
how to apologize for what must have eeemed
to yon the most outrageous rndeneas. Dut aa
the exact truth of the matter is all that can
afford any oxense for me, I will give it at once,
I called that'morning at Mrs. Mason's raquest,
having promisged her to give you some, advice
about yonr manner to gantlemen; aud feeling,
after the promise was made, that you conld
hardly fail to considor such aclion very offi-
cious and unwarrantable, I 'was awkward and
embarraesed, and conducted myself in a way
whietr led to 1he very natural-mistake you
made. I beg you to believe that I am haartily
sorry Tor having acted se foolishly throughont,
and hope yon-will not'refuse tonumber among
your4s an&(i_nm_u Aincero well-wishor.

" Miss Hallowells reply was an invita-
tion. to her wedding.—Hearth and
Home, /= 1 £

How Some Men Have Risen

Tweed began as a brush maker, at
journeyman’s wages, Had he remained
af hia trade and continued honest, his
netive talent wonld have insured wealthr
—bmut he arose to n dizzy height, nnd
then snddenly fell. ‘¢ Hank Smith,”
who died in his official career of police
commissioner, began as a driver on the
Erie canal, and reached at one timen
membership in the ring which gave him
(as it was estiriated) a million, Of this
but little is left, and his widow is living
in a distant village. The late police
superintendent, Jourdan, began as a
newspaper folder in the service of the
Tribune. He was in the office of su-
perintendent for three years, and Teft
an estate worth, as it is said, $200,000,

The salary of this office is $7,500, but
the facility of receiving bribes epables
the incumbent to get rich rapidly. It
has been said that, Jourdan koew the
secret of the Nathan Morror, nnd that
an enormous fee secured a pledge of
immnunity in favor of ihe guiity pnariies,

Another man who has riren from
poverty to wealth is Brown, the noted
sexton of Grace -church, - He began
1ife as a carpenter, but being of a poril
turn he found the trnde laborious, anc
obtained an appointment as inspector
of carriages. Next he was made scxton
of Grace church, and for twenty years
he has had all the patronage of that
rich society. Me is extensively em-
ployad to manage social reunions and
receptions, in which branch he is an
adept. He has the run of all the fash-
ionnble young men, and msany a &5
note is handed him to refresh his mem-
ory when invitations are to be circu-
Inted, Buch a man may nseist a friend
to an enirance into a’certain class of
soeiety, if not into the best. In this
manner Brown, thongh occupying a
second-rate position, is in fact an auto-
crat among many of thé fashionable
world, at least in that which is next to
the creme de .la ereme.- Instead of
shosing the plane at £15.n week, he now
has » country seat, and is estimated at
a quarter million.

Oliver Charlick, who is now president
of the Long Island railroad, and is
considered a millionaire, "began busi-
ness ag the keegmr of a grocqxz on the
wharf, where the profits of the orgies

of sailors and longshoremen gave him

both money and politieal imfluence.
Charlick was at, one time g leader in the
city government, and this was a 1ich
source of plunder, Of course he be-
\come wealthy,
others which could- be referred to,
| Fhow what cutious changes ocour amid
ithe social revolutions of a great vity.

| * —And be gaye it for his opinion that
\whoever could make two esrs of corn
,or two blades of grass to grow upon a
'8pot of ground where only ome grew
{before, would deserve better of man-
lkind, and do more esgential gervics to
ihis country-than the whole race

f poli-
ticians put-together. —Swift, oo

—Mrs; Swisslielri lays ‘down s
broad prinaiple regarding the male
rtion of the hummn race:

C ““QOnly in
i3 coffin ia it safe for a woman to {iss
any one man in a thonsand,”

Little Stories from the Scandinavian,

Trauslated by L, Hanson.
THE UNGRATEFUL CHILDREN,
1t is justly enid that God, parents and

Kindners thoy have bestowed on any
one,. But alas! in this world it goes
too often according to the well-known

ALa T HORNIPN,: -

These results, and

problem, that & father cin easier sup-
port six childrev than six ehildren one
father. Here we bave such n uarration
about a father who, while living, gave
all that he owned to his childrzn and
expected them to support him after
wards in his old age. But when he had
lived a while with his eldest son he be-
came bired of him, and said : ¢ Father,
last night my wife gave birth to a son,
and where your arm chair stood the
cradle must now stand. Wil you not
move over to my brother's? Ho lins
got more room than I have,”

After a wuile, the sécond soun also be-
came tired of him, and said : “Father
you salways liked a warm room, and I
have the headache from it ; would you
not like to go to my brother, who 1 a
baker, he ean stand it better,”

The father went, and after he had
stayed some time, the third son snid :
‘‘In my honse we are always running
in and out, so you ean never get your
afternoon sleep ; wonid you not rather
go to sister Xilma, who lives outside the
city gate? You will be more quiet with
her." The old man looked at the clock
and snid : ‘“ Very well, 1 will go and try
and live with my daughters,” Wom n
have generally n tenderer heart than
men. Buat, after he had stayed a while,
the daughter became anxions to get rid,
of him also, and pretended to be ver
much frightened whenever her father
had to pess down the high etairway,
either when going to charch or any-
where else, and said: ‘“ At sister Ma-
ria’s you need not go down any steps,
as she lives on the first fivor.” The old
man admitted that she was right, in
order that everything should go on
quietly and peacefully, and went fo his
second daughter’s. When he had stayed
a couple of days, he became a burden
t6 her also, and she gave him to under-
atand, through a third person, that her
house, being too nesr the water, was to,
damp for o man w~ho suffered wit
rhenmatism ; but her sister who was
married 1o the sexton of St. John’s
graveyard had a dryer and heajthier
houae.

Ho he went to the honse of his young
est daughter, Launrina. He had stayed.
A vargahorh time whon honsop-paldisi
him': “ Mother told Aunt Hilda, yes-
terday, that for yon there were no bet-
ter quarters than such os father was
digging in the graveyard.” When the
uged parent heard these cruel words,
his heart broke, and he fell back into
his arm.chair apd died. Bt. Jobu's
graveyard received him, and showed
more mercy towards him than his six
children had shown; there ho ean sleep
nndisturbed.

THE NOBLE-HEARTED SONS.

There lived once in Btockholm an old
man of nearly a hundred winters. He
was n tailor by prefession and had
twelve sons, who all had served under
Charles XII. Once they got a fow
days’ leave of abserce from their rogi-
ments to go and see their old father,
whom they found on their arrival with-
out broad and nearly starving. *‘TFa.
ther has no brend,” gaid one of them,
““yet he has given to Swed(n twelve
werriors I”  Oar dear fathar mnat he
helped ; but how?” *Can't we find
somebody who would be willing to lend
us g littls money "' asked the youngest,
who had a good deal of faith in God
aod good-henrted people, “Try to
borrow money, when we have nothing
to give in security | What good will
that do?"” asked anether. ¢ Have we
nothing nt all?” asked the youngest:
‘‘ my brothers, I will show yon that we
have, Our father is a tailor, and has
carried on his trade n great many years,
=ud i8 now about to die of starvation,
This is sufficient proof of his hobesty.
We, his sons, have served for many
years in the ranks of the Swedish army,
and no one can yet show a stain upon
our honor. Let us give this, our honor,
a8 security ; I think we might borrow a
litlle money on such & pledge,”

This idea won their general approval.,
‘The twelve brothers wrote and signed
the following letter: *We, twelve
Bwedes, sons of a tailor who is nearly
one hnndred years of ago, deprived of
tho neecssary menns of support, pray
the directors of the national bauk for
the sum of two hundred dollars, to-bas
used for tho support of our old and
helpless father.  Wba pledge our honor
a8 security, and promise to pay the
above named sum to the bank within
one. year. This letter was handed to
the directors, The sum nsked for was
given to them, and the letter torn to
piecesn; furthermore, the directors prom-
ised to take care of their old father as
long as he lived. Soarcely had this
happened before it was made known
throngh the entire city, and rich and
poor paid visits to the old white-headed
man, and none went empty handed.
The tailor was thus placed in good cir-
cnmstances, and after his death left a
small capital for ench of his somns, a
reward for their filial love.

THE LITTLE FLOWER, '

One day, two young girla went to
town, ‘They were both daughters of a
ardaner, ach of them carried a bas-
et full of fruit or flowers.- As the
went elong, one of them became dissa
isfiad at the weight of her basket; the

 other went easily, singing all the time.

‘¢ I cannot understand why you sing,”
Baid the firat to her sister’; **you are
‘not any stronger than I am, and.your
/basket is just as heavy as mine.”: -
““The 'reagon is," said the other,
smiling, *'that I have put a little

flower in my basket, which keeps me

teachers can mever be repaid for the |

y|P

I%pm feeling ils weight.

Jwise.”
g ' That must be n very costly flower,”
g;id ‘Lier sister, *‘ but I ahanﬁl liko to
own it very much; please tell me its

Do you like-

Do littlo flowor,” snid tho othor,
Mwhich mnkes the heaviest burden
on8y, is called—Patience.”

., How to Koep the Ohildren Pure
o Will yon not use your influence in
irying to deter large boys from contami-
dating the minds of small boys?
‘Things which should be told in a wholo-
some manner and as solemn truths are
distorted into vile shapes, and perma-
nont injury is done to children’s minds,
‘Would it not be better for the boedy to
g poisoned than the mind, that parents
might see the harm done, and thereby
e i uabled to use cures and antidotes ?
But 1 am sorry to say that I think the
trouble lics deeper than with the big
lioys. I have been looking around, and
nm quite sure that it does. A jury
might acquit them with the verdiet,
more sinned ngainst than einning, It
ig the men that I am coming at, for just
55 long ns they meeot in groceries, on
‘Blreet corners, and in shops, telling
‘siories unfit for the ears of their moth-
evs, sisters, wives and daughters, just
80 long big boys will listen and think it
cunning to emulate the filthy example,
I it not a terrible thing to lock into a
young man's face and think of the im-
parities his mind must be loaded with
%Iena he bas strength to cast off
e unclean thing and Lz = nobleman ?”
. No subject more vital in its bearivg
l_;_i; the morals of the young conld have
place in this eolumn, says the New York
LTribune, in reply to the above letter,
There are parents who recognize among
the duties they owe their children that
of| instructing them with respect to *the
arigin of life, This is left shronded in
impenetrable mystery, and all manner
oflies are told in reply to the questions
which at a very early age chilaren will
k. The mother leaves this matter for
her daughter to be told about by any
ance schoolmate, who, with the few
ins of truth she may communicate,
more than likely to sow tares that
dver can-be weeded out. The inno-
ceyit-hearted boy learns from his rough
apanions what his own father or

er should have told him with per-

fs5§ simplicity and inge uousness; and
}f a graptideal that they would never
_E‘]’

ja nad hipd to know, Triith issacred,
b 15" pure aud never corrgp u!%

ﬁi‘)ﬁvhﬁl&m e ixhil _'\9;!.;! B
i_;l‘qlnin Luman physiology oan be so
chmmunicated to a pure mind that its
delieacy shall not be in the lenst of-
fopided. The time to make these fnots
known is wh n the desire to inquire
into them manifests itself, and the best
teficher is the parent., As between hus-
bingd and wife, so between parent and
olild there is no place fl;r shame,
Wliere viriwe reigns shame cannot

come.

A child thus iaken into smered inti-
mooy with its parent will instinotively
revolt from whatever is vulgar and base
und obscene. - At every period in the
d ‘velopment of the young life the
parent should be before everybody else
in prepuring and fortilying his son or
daughter ngainst the dangers which lie
in his or her path. There is nothin
that so strongly binds a child to virtue
and honor and ohastity, as perfect and
uurestrained intimaey between it and
tho father and mother, We arc carsfn
about the sewage of our houses, about
ventilating them, and see to it with
diligence that every nook and corner is
képt neat and aweet, Lot us carry the
sama thing inte charnoter pnd open ol
the doors and windows of the soul by
total frankness and transparent sim-
plicity, That the pure air and sunshine
of heaven may have acecss to them
and keep them pure,

One word more. If homo is made so
attractive that boys and men prefer it
to the corner groceries, nn onnee of } re-
vention will be found better than many
pounds of cure.

A Prescription for the Cure of Drunk-
enress,

There is a eurions preseription in
En; land for the cure of drunkenness,
by which thousands are said to have
been assisted in recovering themselves,
The recipe came into notoriety through
the efforts of John Vine Hall, father
of Rev. Newman Hall and Qapt. Vine
Hall, commander of the Great Enstern
steamship. He had fallen into such
babitual drunkenness that his utmost
effort to regain himself proved un-
availing. At length he songht the ad-
vice of an eminent physician, who gave
him o pres:ription, whiech he followed
faithfully for several months, and at
the end of that time he had lost all de-
sire for liquors, although he had for
many years been led captive by a most
debasing appetite. The recipe, which
he afterwards published, and by which
8o many have been assisted to reform,
is ns follows: ‘‘Bulphate of iron, 5
grains; magnesia, 10 grains; pepper-
mint water, 11 grains; spirit of nut-
meg, one drachm ; to bo taken twice a
day,” This preparation aots as a tonio
and stimulant, and partly supplies the
place of the acoustomed liquor, and
prevents that absolute hyaical' and
moral prostration that follows a sudden
bresking off from the use of stimu-
lating drinks,

—Boientista now teil us that the in-
roads of lgmsshoppara into the north-
weat, of late years, is due nainly to the
hevoo made among tho prairie hens,
which are slaughtered by tens of thou-
sands every year to gratify the epioures
of this country and. urope. 'The
prairie chickens ueed to * absorb” the
grasshoppers before the lattor reached
the pettlements, bat they are no longer
equal to the emergency, :

The Volcanoes of Iceland.

Iceland is situated at the termination
of the great voleanic line, skirting tho
extreme west of the Old World, which
has existed since the Cretaceous period
certainly, whilst the points of cruption
appear to have traveled northwards,
As all the rocks are igneous, or igneous
derivatives, no stratigraphieal arrange-
ment can be made out. ‘Basaltic lava
strenms are common in the vicinity of
Reykjavik, though no active voleano
exists in this part of the island, which
is in the secondary stage of solfataras
and hot springe. ‘These soliatarns are
mere pits of bluish white siliceous mud,
the resnit of decomposition of eontig-
nous tufa. The principnl .gas exhaled
is sulphnretted hydrogen. Their posi-
tion changes, The lot springs are
working out their own destruction by
tho nccumulation of sinter ; the com-
position of this varies in sprinas within
a few yards of each other, Theo large
rifts 1n the old lava nt Thingvala were
attributed to the flowing nway of the
undercurrent of Inva into a yet deeper
depression, thus leaving the unsup-
ported crust to sink down in the mi:dle,
All the laves of Heckla are basaltic, and
contain crystals of felspar and olivine,
An ash and cinder forms tho summit of
the mountain, There were four eraters;
the longest one is an elliptical depres-
sion 250 feet deep, at the bottom of
which lay snow, though some nshes and
elny wers still quite hot. The district
of Mydals Jokull, containing the terri-
ble voleano Kotlujia, is remarkable for
the confused intermixture of aqueous
and igneous,ejectamenta, producing ng-
glomerates and tufas. Sand and hot
water are the principal productions of
Kotlujia itself, which has mnot been
known to produce lava, though ancient
felsitic lavas were noted at its base.
These floods are produced, in addition
to the melting of the Jokull, by the
bursting of large cavities in which water
has accumulated for years. Such a res-
ervoir was noted in a small nsighboring
crater, at the bottom of which was n
deep pool of turpid water, into which
several small streams emptied them-
selves, but none ran out again, To
Vatnn Jokull the principal voleanic
foreces of Iceland seem now to have re-
treated, This is n vast tract of snow
and ice which rests upon a negt of vol-
canoeg, many of which have been in
eroption doring historieal time. ‘The
Vatna rises from a series of basaltic
platforms. ' The existence of perma-

mentlyactive voleang@s'in tho. unknown
snterlur Ol tife m-mﬁmw Sondiderodmot ]
improbable.

't How Fish May Be Improved.

It is now well known that the rich,
delicate flavor of the white-fish in many
western lakes comes from a celery-fed
parasite on which it lives. This celery
is the marine plant that gives to the
canvas-bnek duck its glory among con-
noisseurs of the table, Here is o good
hint in the line of fish culture. Why
may not the common varieties be made
table delicacies, for instance, by put-
ting them on a mild diet of Worcester-
shire snuc: before they are served? It
is the creosote nnd gas parnsite, how-
ever—the dendiy refuse of oil and paper
mille—that should be first looked to.
Clams and oysters and even fish are

& | thus being foully impregnated and

sometimes killed. The fith of the
Genesee river were recently found so
tainted with kerosene from oil mills as
to render them unfit for food, A simi-
lar condition in the river Iser, produc-
ing au appeal from the fishermen of
Munich to the government, has called
out an eminent chemist, Prof. A, Wag-
ner, who shows by experiments, that in
water with one per cent. of gas refuse,
fish dio in six minutes, with one-half
per cent. they die in thirty minutes,
while one-tenth per cent. kills the hard-
iest river flsh in twenty-four hours, A
partial guard against this, the profes-
sor suggests, is to allow a gradual dis-
charge of the refuse into the stream,
instead of the wholesale dumping now
practiced, ’

An Italian Sunset.

A correspondent of the Hrnrtford
Times writes from Italy : *‘Last night
wo wero driving slowly home, Iladen
with flowers, after n warm, golden after-
noon, when tho air about us became
suddenly gloritied, and locking back
we saw the most wonderful sunset of
our lives. Driving to a commanding
point we gazed at the marvelous scene,
the setting sun and dnzzling western
olonds being ovnly a part of it. The
hills around Florence on overy side
were bathed in purple light, soft and
tender, and exquisite ©8 n dream, while
the sky above, after the iirat blaze of
western glory, was aglow with rosy
light that flooded the heavens and
rolled in billows over the hilla and
even seemed to touch our chesks
in its omnipresence, At home I
have seen equally brilliant diaplaia
in the west; they have seemed like
s far-off wonder in which I had no
part—a panorama to be admired at a
distance. Here the whole world sesmed
tremulous with color, sky and earth
glowed together, and it was near us; we
were in it, The very air we breathed
was rosy red, and over all thero was n
softness, n poetry of color, an ecstasy
of illumination perfectly indesoribable,
thiowing such a glamour over us that
when at last the light died out of every-
thing we awakened as from n trance,
and, breaking the long silence, ex-
claimed : ‘So this is an Italian sunset|
‘Well, I shall always feel that I have
been in one I'”

—Mr. Hallwell, the Shakspearean
onthusinst, has obtained leave to search
the paueliug of the houte of Lady

Barnard, the grand-daughter of the
Bard, for Bhakpeare's missing papers,

‘ndmirable prophyadiii’ “nd tonio,. as
avell .as a vl:!ry nnuriﬁlg:_néj_qg&h_g_g_gﬂx:ﬁ_;_ﬂ; ;

FACTS AND FANOIES.

"T18 ALL SHE WANTS :—
A seal-skin sack and a camel’s Lair shawl,
Diamonas, rubies and ermine ;
A brown stone house and marble hall,
And a beau to dance the German.

A front row box at the opera,
Whenever I wanted to go;

A nent conpe and landau, too,
And moals— a la Delinonico.
Then in enmmer go to Newport,
With drersos rich and many ;

And to see my name in the fashion report,

While pa hunds ent tho monoy.

—A Chicago man thinks that the
worst speller ought to get the dietion-
ary, nod tho winner should have a
**wreath of sorrel, or some other garden
snag, like them Greeks.”

—The production of raising: from
Californin grapes is 0 growing business
and is stroogly nrged as likely te be of
grent profit. The white museat of
Alexandria is nnmed as the best raisin
grapo.

—Among the numerous phases of
crime daily developed, did you ever
hear of nnything equal to the act of the
Jersey City man arrested for forgery,
who says he did it in order to be sent
to the state prison to cscape from his
wife! »
As an illustration of the limitless
number of ecombinations which the
three primary colors are eapable of, 1t
may he interesting to know that in the
Gobelin tapestry manufactura 28,000
distinct shadings of yarn are employed,
each one distinguished by the nracticed
ayce. b
—A French soldier is to be punished
with death for insulting an upsatart offi-
cer. This gives Victor Hugo an oppor-
tnnity to thns compare the case with'
that of Bazaine: Having sold hie flag,
having surrendered his army, having
betrayed - his country—life; having
straock his corporal—death !”

—Pereire got a little tired of return-
ing the bows of an uncomfortable polite
man in his establishment, and finally
gave the polite’ man this conundrum,
at point -blenk range: * Sir, what
would become of the hours if the min-
ute-hand stopped to bow to the second-
haud every time they met,” ]

phyeician thinks that the decrense of!
dyepepsia and bilious affections in Parig
is owing-{G ¢i:a increased consumrtion
.of this fruit, whi¢h -ha maintains, is an

digested artiole of food. —

—Mr. Valentine, the sculptor,: has
nearly completed the life-size recumbent
statue of the Inte Gen. Lee, and it will
be placed over the contemplated man-
solenm at Lexington, Mr. Valentine
modeled a bust of the gerieral from life
in 1870, and after the hero's death it
was detarmined that he should be se-
aotel to execate the statue.

—* Woll, Uncle Biiiy, don’t you want
any more civil rights I - ¢ Not anyting
mo’, I tank you,” replied Billy. *‘Near-
ly done ruind now. Hev &5 pay my
own doctor’s bill, loat all my money iu
the Freedman's bank, ni bber got no
forty reres nn' de mule dey promised
me, an’ oan't help myself to a little
chicken, fryin’ size, widout gwine to de
penitentinry, I'se got ’'nuff cibbil
rights 1"
JuAN VALIEAN—
A merry wight, fond of Lis oase,
Whilo hie sings his sougs and sirokes liis kiees,
And light as the air which sways Lhe leaver,
Ia Jean Valjean, the cobbler, 5
Through the snmmer's day he sita and sings
Of the olden duys and of ancionl things,
Of thie dames of yore and of bygone
Sings Jean Valjean, the cobbler,
The birda are singing in every tree
Till the air is filled with the melody
Of song as light and gay and frea

As Joan Valjean's, the cobbler.
With the waning shadows the bird in it “-«.g,
And Jesn in his cot, each eeck the rest =
Which aweet BIBB‘]]'I brings, with no cares® op-

pro-~sed,
Ah! happy Jean, the cobbler.

—The LondonSporting Gazette,refer-
ring to the statement that the Emperor
William haa forbidden the exportation
of horses-beyond the Germnan frontier,
says: ‘‘This startling aunouncement
hernlds a revolution, the resuits of
which are likely to very seriously affect
the horse trade in England, as three-
fourths of the earringe nud draft horses
in London at this, moment have been
imported from Germauy, Moreover,
we are dependent on Germaony in a yery
nrge degree for our troop-horses, and

the necessary supply now that we are

both Fraunce and 8pain ere also in want
of troop-horsts, the former requiring
10,000, and the latter 5,000. B
—In Brington ohurch are two mapvl-
chral stoneg, one bearing the dete of
1616 over the grave of the father of
‘Washington, the emigrant, in -which
his nrma appear impaled with those of
his wife, The other stone covers the
remaivs of his uncle, and presents on a
baes the simple family shield with the
orescent
brother. e hava before us a tran-
seript of this shield, and from it we aig
constrained to believe that the United
States flag as seen now very certainly
took its origin. In this shield are five
horizontal stripes, of alternate o
and white, as are those of the national
flag, while the three stars in the upper
stripe bave ‘the parallell peculiarity of
being flve-pointed. All this may not
be of interest to those who care very
little whether George Washington had a
grandfather or not, but then a%gm there
may be others who will not think any
the less of the father of the great repub-
lio because his ancestors fought ggninat
Cromwell and his Ironsides to keep
Charles’ head upon his ehoulders,—;¢,

Louis Republican,

inga=-

shnt out from Germany, especially ad’

—The Parisinns devour 100,000,000 ™\
apples every winter. An eminent French

it is not clear whence we shall obtain °

appropriate to a younger -



